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This work aims to distill the findings of a wide variety of scholarly disciplines 
into a coherent narrative of the Qur’an’s history, from the first oral recitation to 
the four published Variants in active circulation today. In the process of 
unraveling the complicated relationships between the oral Qur’an and the 
written Qur’an, it becomes clear that there are, in fact, two histories of the 
Qur’an and that the overall history of the Qur’an cannot be appreciated without 
understanding the interactions between these two occasionally intertwined but 
often independent component histories. Discrepancies between the four qur’anic 
Variants that are in active use today are indexed and analyzed. While most 
scholarship views the Qur’an either in relation to its past and its possible origins, 
or in relation to its contemporary status as a static, fixed text, this work adopts an 
organic, developmental approach recognizing that the Qur’an is a living text that 
continues to evolve. 
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This work distills the findings of a wide variety of scholarly disciplines into 
a coherent narrative of the Qur’an’s history, from the first oral recitation to 
Variants in active circulation today. The history of the interactions between 
the oral Qur’an and the written Qur’an is unraveled and presented using 
an organic, developmental approach recognizing the Qur’an as a living text 
that continues to evolve. 


DIE REIHE: IQSA STUDIES IN THE QUR’AN 


IQSA Studies in the Qur’an (ISIQ) publishes peer-reviewed scholarly mono- 
graphs and edited collections devoted to all aspects of Qur’anic Studies. In 
keeping with IQSA’s inclusive and international remit, the series welcomes 
manuscripts in English and French from PhD holders at all stages of their 
careers, including scholars from the global south. ISIQ will also consider 
aids to the study of the Qur’an and translations of significant modern studies 
from other languages, especially Arabic, Indonesian, Persian, Turkish and 
Urdu. 


ISBN 978-3-11-079494-6 
[Soi 2752-0501 


MU www.degruyter.com 
3110°7 


